
Joan Woodall Reaves
July 21, 1946 - February 9, 2021

It is with great sorrow that we share Joan Woodall Reaves passed away on
February 9, 2021 in Richmond, Virginia. Joan showed incredible strength and
perseverance over the 23 years since the car accident that left her a partial
quadriplegic. 

Joan was born on July 21, 1946 in Gladys, VA. Joan was a devoted daughter
to Irene and Bill Woodall and a caring older sister to Shirley Roark and
Jeanette "Jay" Woodall. Joan was a loyal wife of 48 years to Dudley and
loving mother to Wesley and Jennie. Joan loved her extended family including
her brothers- and sisters-in-law (Steve and Claudia Jones; Ann and Richard
Berger), her 8 nieces and nephews, 13 great nieces and nephews, and a slew
of "Burton" cousins. 

Joan cherished time with her family, always enjoyed a variety of craft projects
especially those featuring buttons, was an avid and voracious reader, wore
the chunkiest jewelry she could find, loved shopping, had an extensive
collection of Santa's, disregarded the safety of small children, animals, and
clothing racks while driving her wheelchair, adored celebrating Christmas,
watched every iteration of Law and Order ever created, as well as a
appreciated a medium rare steak with a loaded baked potato. 

Joan was a resident of Tree of Life Services, Inc., a group home for adults



with acquired brain injuries. The level of care and amazing services provided
by TOL helped Joan live her life to the fullest. Our family is forever grateful to
the doctors, therapists, staff, and families of fellow residents that have cared
for her over the past 20+ years. 

Joan spent her professional career working for the Virginia Department of
Health where she championed the Virginia WIC (Women, Infants, and
Children) program to improve the health of pregnant women, infants and
children (under 5 years) through better nutrition and access to health care.
She was admired by her co-workers and close friends. 

There will be a celebration of her life on Saturday, February 20, 2021 from
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Mountain Ridge Venue in Rustburg, VA. Please
observe the pandemic requirements of mask wearing and social distancing
during this event. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to Tree of Life's Patient Fund.
The Patient Fund at TOL provides support to residents in need of specific
items or equipment that they may not be able to afford. This is a cause that is
near and dear to our hearts. Checks may be written to Tree of Life. Please
add "For Patient Fund" in the memo section. Checks may be mailed to Tree of
Life, 3721 Westerre Parkway, Suite B, Richmond, VA, 23233 or given to
Joan's family at her Celebration of Life.
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Marian - April 15, 2021 at 03:50 PM

Marian sent a virtual gift in memory of Joan
Woodall Reaves

Marian - April 15, 2021 at 03:49 PM

Marian lit a candle in memory of Joan
Woodall Reaves
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Joan Richards - February 22, 2021 at 05:22 PM

I am sorry to hear about Joan’s death. Today I looked up an obituary
of a friend’s mother in Lynchburg and noticed Joan’s. I worked with
Joan at the Health Dept and enjoyed talking with her. She really
was a WIC champion and knew the program inside out. Nobody
ever came close to that again. 

 When I retired as a Public Health Nurse a year ago, there were only
a couple of people still working for the Health District who would
have worked with Joan. I also met Dudley through my work with
schools in the area. 

 Since we moved from Albemarle County in July, it was pure chance
that I saw the obituary. 
Anyway, Joan is a part of my memories. I hope that is a small
comfort to you as you grieve. 

 Sincerely, 
Joan McDaniel Richards

JR
Jennie Reaves - March 02, 2021 at 10:53 AM

Thank you so much for your comment, Joan. It was so heartwarming to
read your memories of mom. Thanks so much, ~Jennie Reaves

February 13, 2021 at 10:52 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Joan Woodall Reaves.

https://www.finchandfinchfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.finchandfinchfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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With love Rob & Brenda Cassell - February 12, 2021 at 03:09
PM

With love Rob & Brenda Cassell purchased the B
eautiful in Blue for the family of Joan Woodall
Reaves.

Thomas D Payne III - February 12, 2021 at 02:14 PM

I extend my deepest sympathies to your family. Just know that I am
here for you, please don’t hesitate to reach out, especially during
this difficult time. 
- T.D. Payne, III
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Ron Kaplan - February 12, 2021 at 04:06 PM

Sorry to hear this news. I used to stop and chat with Joan when I
visited my brother at TOL. She was so appreciative when I brought her
candy to brighten up her day. She shared her post card collection with
me that she was so proud of. Rest In Peace Joan. 

https://www.finchandfinchfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.finchandfinchfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.finchandfinchfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

